Colorado Industrial Recycling
2021 Annual Report
2021: A Year in Review
Like most businesses, 2021 tested our dexterity as a business. The pandemic continued to disrupt several
aspects of our business. Supply chain issues, wild commodity market fluctuations, and mandated quarantines
were par for the course for much of the year. That said, our team weathered these challenges remarkably well.
We enter 2022 more efficient, more responsive, and battle tested!

“People are always blaming
their circumstances for what
they are. I don’t believe in
circumstances. The people
who get on in this world are
the people who get up and
look for the circumstances
they want, and if they cant
find them, make them.”
-George Bernard Shaw

Environmental Impact
Recycled Material
•

Recycled 45,859,754 lbs. of ferrous metal (up 14% from 2020)

•

Recycled 3,306,329 lbs. of nonferrous metal (up 13% from 2020)

•

Recycled 567,262 lbs. of cardboard

•

Recycled 837,861 lbs. of glass (up 155% from 2020)

•

Recycled 579,705 lbs. of wood (up 21% from 2020)

•

Recycled 6,643 gal. of used automotive fluids

•

Recycled 270 lbs. of freon gas

Material Directed for Reuse
•

2021 Highlights
 Requalified as a

gold member of the
Colorado
Environmental
Leadership Program
 Featured in an

international
publication, the
Waste Management
Review
 Developed a new

website.

Directed 388,145 lbs. of metal for reuse (up 148% from 2020)

Utility Usage
•

Reduced electricity used per ton collected by 18%

•

Reduced natural gas used per ton collected by 19%

•

Reduced vehicle fuel used per ton collected by 8%

Mining of virgin materials is a very carbon intensive activity.
Consequently, recycling has a very substantial impact on
greenhouse gas emissions. The material recycled by Colorado
Industrial Recycling in 2021 resulted in avoidance of 172,748
metric tons of CO2E emissions. The equivalent of removing
447,534 cars from the road!

Operational Highlights
Safety
•

Zero lost time injuries

•

344,767 miles driven by our fleet with no accidents

•

12% decrease in preventable incidents involving equipment
and vehicles

Wire Processing
•

Increased the amount of wire recycled by 17%

•

Improved the rate of production of #2 ICW by 83%

Employment
•

Added three new jobs

•

24% of the staff have barriers to employment

•

Qualified eight new forklift operators

•

Qualified four new skid steer operators

•

Qualified two new wheel loader operators

•

Qualified three new mini excavator operators

•

Qualified one new excavator operator

•

Qualified one new operator for the material handler

